
Making French Accent Marks 
IBM and compatibles, using Microsoft Word 
You use the CONTROL key in combination with other keys to create accent 
marks.  For each of the accents below, press the combination of keys indicated for 
the accent mark; then press the letter which is to be accented.  (Note:  nothing 
appears on the screen in the first step; it is only after the second step—when you 
type the letter itself—that the accented letter will appear.) 

Example é: CONTROL + ' then e 

accent aigu: CONTROL + ' (apostrophe) 
accent grave: CONTROL + ` (accent grave) 
accent circonflexe: CONTROL + ^ (SHIFT-6) 
tréma: CONTROL + : (colon) 
cédille: CONTROL + , (comma) 
 
This is the easiest way to make accents.  However, you may also use the "Symbol" 
feature (pull down the menu and click on the appropriate symbol), or the ALT key 
in combination with the appropriate code number for each accent.  (à=ALT133; 
â=131; ë=137; é-130; è=138; ê=136; ì-141; î=140; ï=139; ô-147; û-150; ù=151; 
Ç=128; ç=135) 

Apple (with all word processors) 
You use the OPTION key in combination with other keys to create accent marks.  
For each of the accents below, press the combination of keys indicated for the 
accent mark; then press the letter which is to be accented.  (Note:  nothing appears 
on the screen in the first step; it is only after the second step—when you type the 
letter itself—that the accented letter will appear.) 

Example é: OPTION + e then e 

accent aigu: OPTION + e 
accent grave: OPTION + ` (accent grave) 
accent circonflexe: OPTION + i 
tréma: OPTION + u 
cédille: OPTION + c/C 


